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McEWEN IGNORES WHITING UPROAR
The Liberal Party will move to disallow new King George whiting regulations set to be introduced by Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries Rory McEwen on October 1.
Liberal Primary Industries spokesperson Caroline Schaefer said Mr McEwen had failed to listen to the concerns of recreational fishers across South Australia and was introducing new laws in his “typical arrogant fashion”.

“Mr McEwen and the Rann Government have failed to hear the deep concerns 300,000 recreational fishers throughout the state have about the new regulations,” she said.

“The Liberal Party recognises the need to preserve whiting stocks into the future, but we also need to find a fair outcome for those who fish for recreation, as well as those who provide whiting to the hospitality industry of Australia.

“However we don’t believe Mr McEwen has listened to the views of recreational fishers who hold some very grave concerns about the impact the changes would have on the anglers and regional tourism.”
Under Mr McEwen’s proposed changes, the minimum size of whiting has been increased to 31cm for all King George whiting caught east of Port Lincoln. A reduction in the daily King George whiting bag limit from 20 to 12 is also proposed, while the boat limit will fall from 60 to 36, and the possession limit will be cut to 36 fish – three times the daily bag limit.
 “We accept the need for an increase in the minimum size, but there are other factors to consider,” Ms Schaefer said.

“The SA Recreational Fishing Advisory Council says the Government has overestimated the number of registered boats by 40 per cent and has wrongly stated that recreational catches are increasing when they are really decreasing.

“SARFAC also says its position has been ignored by Mr McEwen.

 “An important issue like this needs to have input from the people who it will affect. It’s time Mr McEwen listened to the community, rather than putting forward his own views. I hope we can broker a fair compromise, and at the very least make sure all concerns are heard.”
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