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     RECREATIONAL ANGLER SURVEY DATA RELEASE 

The South Australian Recreational Fishing Advisory Council (SARFAC), welcomes the long awaited preliminary release of data from the National Recreational And Indigenous Fishing Survey released by Minister Holloway on February 12.

The survey was conducted in South Australia during 2000 – 2001 as part of a national initiative to obtain recreational fishery statistics. The last South Australian survey was conducted in 1997 and both surveys encompass a range of biological, economic and social data which will support fishery management strategies. The project was funded from the national Fisheries Research and Development Corporation, Natural Heritage trust and State fishery agencies. The national cost of the survey was in the order of $1.597 million.

The Executive Officer of SARFAC, Trevor Watts said “ Whilst the data is only preliminary, it is of significant importance and broadly demonstrates that in the prime recreational species such as King George whiting, snapper and calamary our share of the catch is at least equal to that of the commercial sector in terms of overall annual catch.” 

“ This aspect lends scientific argument to the importance of the recreational sector when it comes to recognition in the outdated Fisheries Act of 1982 which is currently under review and having regard that the recreational industry is not mentioned in the 1982 Act ”, he said 

The estimated number of fishers in South Australia is 319 000 down from 453 000 in the 1997 survey, however 107 558 interstate visitors also visit the state to fish recreationally.

The Chairman of SARFAC Graham Woollard said  “ Expenditure and economic data from the survey is yet to be disseminated, but the number of visitations to participate in recreational fishing demonstrates the economic importance to regional communities which should provide the impetuous for a broader focus on the aspects of tourism and the value of recreational fishing”.

“ SARFAC has called on the Minister to provide additional funding to extract and publish the regional data collected from the survey which is already two years old”, he said.
For further information contact:

Graham Woollard – Chairman on 8363 6444

Trevor Watts - Executive Officer on 8132 0430 / 0427 600 515 or trevor @ sarfac. com

Website: www. sarfac. com
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