FISHERIES ACT ( 1982 ) REVIEW
 LIST OF KEY RECREATIONAL ISSUES

GREEN DISCUSSION PAPER ON SARFAC WEBSITE ( www.sarfac.com )

( CLOSING DATE FOR SUBMISSIONS -  FEBRUARY 28, 2003 ) 

	ISSUE  DESCRIPTION
	EXPLANATION
	 REFERENCE No. IN GREEN DIS​CUSSION PAPER

	1.
	RECREATIONAL LICENCE
	Recognition in the Act of a recreational angling licence
	80 - 83

	2.
	RECOGNITION OF

RECREATIONAL ANGLING
	Recognition of recreational angling as a legitimate activity and major contributor to the economy. “ RECREATIONAL FISHING IS A SOCIAL INVESTMENT IN A RANGE OF LEISURE ACTIVITIES HAVING SIGNIFI​CANT BENEFITS AND VALUE TO THE COMMUNITY “ Should be referenced in the Definitions and Objectives sections.
	83

	3.
	INCREASED PENALTIES
	Increase fishery  penalties to more reflect community attitudes towards illegal activities against the State. Align penalties to the same severity as abalone offences. Recognise quota evasion as a fraud against the State
	138 - 140

	4.
	PRECAUTIONARY  PRINCIPLE
	Adoption into the Act of the UN FAO Code Of Conduct for responsible fisheries management in the absence of scientific knowledge
	13 & 17

	5.
	GEAR POSSESSION
	Regulate to make possession and sale of prohibited  devices/ gear illegal. Similar to the Summary offences Act 1998 ( weapons )
	146

	6.
	CODE OF PRACTICE
	Code of practice is not a mandatory document but can be if recognised in Statute law
	64

	7.
	QUOTA  MANAGEMENT
	Recognition must be provided in the Act for quota management of fisheries
	63

	8.
	DEMERIT  POINTS
	A demerit system should be recognised in the Act as a better deterrent system for fishery offences but should be aligned to a level which warrants loss of licence ie; when level of points reached  in any period / licence loss
	79

	9.
	RESOURCE RENT
	Resource rent / royalties should be the only method of cost recovery and this should be prescribed in the Act. Royalty payments are a more cost effective method of a privilege to access community resources
	131 to 133

	10.
	INDEPENDENT PANEL
	SARFAC strongly supports the implementation in the Act of “Independent Allocation Panels” to resolve resource sharing conflicts
	50 - 57

	11.
	ARTIFICIAL REEFS
	Recognition should be provided for artificial reefs and FADS as having a place in marine waters
	191

	12.
	PRESCRIBED BODY  STATUS
	Recognition in the Act of prescribed Body status should be maintained for SARFAC, otherwise this voice will be overrun by commercial interests to the detriment of access by the general community to a common resource.

“ Prescribed body “ must be defined in the definitions or interpretation clause


	2 & 32

	13.
	TROUT


	Recognition of trout as a valuable introduced specie and removal of  regulations regarding reference as an “ exotic specie”
	146

	14.
	COMPULSORY ACQUISITION

	Provide in the Act for the Crown to compulsory acquire commercial fishing licences in the event that acquisition is determined to be in the best interest of the community.
	146

	15.
	FISH STOCK SUSTAINABILITY

	Provide for recognition of allowing species to breed at least once before entering a fishery ( align to the FAO Code on “Precautionary Principle “  )
	13 & 17

	16.
	ARBITRATION  MECHANISM

	Allow for an alternative to the current court based appeal process which will include the community ie;

Internal appeal

Appeal to Minister in relation to internal decision

Appeal to environment , resources and Development Court
	107 & 108

	17.
	QUOTA ALLOCATION

	New fishery opportunities and quota allocation increases / adjustments should be either tendered or auctioned to the highest bidder. This mecha​nism should also apply to the taking of stock for aquaculture purposes.
	63 & 146

	18.
	CHARTER  FISHERY

	Charter fishing should be a  licensed operation with licensees holding only one licence ie; not be a holder of a marine scalefishery licence.
	84 - 86

	19.
	FISH DISEASE AND INTERACTION WITH AQUACULTURED SPECIES

	Act  should be able to recognise the undesirable impact of fish farm escapees and the potential damaging  interaction with wild populations. Prescribed penalties for escapes into the environment should be at the same level such as that for oil spills etc. ( recognition of consequences ).
	144

	20.
	COMPENSATION


	Where Compensation for loss of access is to be considered then this should also include the recreational sector
	134 - 135

	21.
	CO-MANAGEMENT OF FISHERIES
	The importance and significance of the recreational industry should be reflected in increased or equitable representation
	71 - 75
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