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Wednesday, 3 December 2003

FISHERS URGED TO SUBMIT YELLOWTAIL KINGFISH DATA

Primary Industries and Resources SA (PIRSA) and the South Australian Recreational Fishing Advisory Council (SARFAC) have joined forces to collect information on recreational catches of Yellowtail kingfish.

The collaborative Kingfish Catch Return program was jointly announced today by Agriculture Food and Fisheries Minister, Paul Holloway and SARFAC Chair, Mr Graham Woollard.

“The information gathered by recreational fishers will add to existing data and it will help provide a better picture of the species and its life cycle in SA waters,” Mr Holloway said. 

“It is very important that we have the best possible knowledge about the species to help future decision making about fisheries management.”

Mr Woollard said recreational fishers could pick up ‘Kingfish Catch Return’ cards from tackle stores on the Eyre and Yorke Peninsulas or from SARFAC, enter details about their catch and mail the card back to SARFAC.

“Four fishing tackle vouchers will be awarded to randomly chosen anglers who submit kingfish catch returns between January 2004 and April 2004.  There will be a separate category for fishers aged under 16 years,” Mr Woollard said.

Background Information:

· The Kingfish Catch Return program is designed to add to existing knowledge about kingfish in SA.

· The temporary size, bag and boat limits applying to Yellowtail kingfish until the end of 2004 are: 45-60 cm bag limit of 10 and 30 fish per boat while 60+cm fish retain the old limit of bag limit 2, boat limit 6.
·   The new bag limits apply only in Spencer Gulf defined as the waters of Spencer Gulf that are north of the geodesic line joining Cape Catastrophe, Eyre Peninsula and Cape Spencer, Yorke Peninsula.
· The Kingfish Catch Return program was developed following a recent report – “Discriminating between cultured and wild Yellowtail kingfish in South Australia” which found:

· Small kingfish from Northern Spencer Gulf shared a variety of characteristics with the aquaculture fish and it was likely that these fish were escaped farmed fish 

· Of the 77 fish collected in Northern Spencer Gulf a total of 33.8% were found to have some stomach contents which meant that 66.2% of the stomachs were empty

· Northern fish fed opportunistically and had even consumed floating plant material that would not normally constitute a diet of a carnivorous species.

Information on how to participate is available from SARFAC (8132 0430) or e-mail trevor@sarfac.com and tackle stores around Spencer Gulf.

For further information contact: 
PIRSA Director of Aquaculture, Ian Nightingale on 8226 0261

 SARFAC Chair, Graham Woollard on 8132 0430
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For further information contact Richard Lower on 8463 3443 or 0419 838 646


