S A R F A C

South Australian Recreational Fishing Advisory Council Inc.


[image: image1.png]



 MEDIA RELEASE

EMBARGOED TO MIDNIGHT JULY 31, 2004 

________________________________

   GOVERNMENT DECISION WILL COST 350 JOBS

The King George whiting decision by the government last week casts doubt on the future of fishing related tourism and will cost small business hundreds of jobs across the State.

Caravan parks on Yorke Peninsula who rely on $11million annually from recreational anglers have raised serious concerns for their future following this decision.  Local areas will be denuded of fish by commercial fishers as they take advantage of the 40% reallocation away from the recreational sector in last week’s announcement. Anglers who regularly stay for up to 5 days will either not come at all or cut their stays to only two days. This drop in intrastate tourism will be devastating for all small businesses on Yorke Peninsula.

Other regions are also reporting concerns and believe this government ‘s decision will be disastrous.

Malcolm Clifton a Yorke Peninsula tourism operator asks why regional economic impacts were not considered. “ Why were we not consulted? Clearly this government has no comprehension of the importance of anglers to regional economies and jobs they support. Tourism statistics from October onwards will take a dive resulting in job losses and unprecedented damage to the rural economy in this region”.

Annual expenditure by recreational anglers has been variously estimated by government surveys as between $ 174 million and $350 million whilst the economic value of the Marine Scalefish Fishery (commercial) fishing is only around $20million each year.

“ The government has no understanding of recreational angling related tourism despite SARFAC’s approaches over many years in presenting the real facts on angling expenditure in the regions. It is clear from this announcement that it has its head in the sand. The government has been lured by a small powerful commercial fisher lobby whose only interests are their own lifestyle and pockets”.  said Executive Officer Trevor Watts 

Tackle shops, charter operators, local tourism operators and small businesses are incensed and fearful of their future livelihoods.

For further information contact:

Trevor Watts - Executive Officer on 8132 0430 / 0427 600 515 or trevor @ sarfac. com
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