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 MEDIA RELEASE

October 28, 2002

_________________________________

RECREATIONAL ANGLERS SAY “ NO “ AT DOLPHIN SANCTUARY PUBLIC MEETINGS 

Recreational anglers have given a clear and vocal direction that there should be no loss of recreational angling access at public meetings for the Dolphin Sanctuary proposal in the 180 square kilometre area at public meetings held to consider public views. 

Recreational anglers question the reasons given for a sanctuary that may provide the impetus for environmental improvement, as this overlays existing Acts of Parliament and Regulations. 

“The government already has the power to clean up the Port River and surrounding environment without the added cost of developing a Dolphin Sanctuary “ said Trevor Watts Executive Officer of the South Australian Recreational Fishing Advisory Council (SARFAC).

Mr Watts said “There is no scientific evidence that lead and mercury levels in dolphins examined from the Port River are any more or less than those found elsewhere in the wild. Progression of this argument to sway the community is an emotive argument that is scientifically flawed” 

No costings have been presented so far on development of a sanctuary and its continuing management.  The Chairman of SARFAC Graham Woollard said “If the government were serious about an environmental clean-up, then it already has the power under existing legislation and it would be more fruitful to get serious and allocate funds towards management and removal of environmental pollution. This should include ongoing mitigation based on current available research findings”. 

The notion that dolphins are charismatic animals is recognised, but the community has co-existed with dolphins in the Port River system for nearly 200 years. The Port River environs are a socially important recreational fishing location because of the accessibility to families, children and disabled groups that regularly visit the river for their recreational activities. SARFAC negotiated 99 year leases guaranteeing recreational  anglers access to nominated wharves and jetties in south Australia when Ports Corp was sold

SARFAC is currently developing a code of practice for recreational anglers, recognising the objectives and principles of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation’s global Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries.  The South Australian code will be consistent with conservation and wise management principles in harmony with the environment. Special local conditions may need to be developed in collaboration with environmental groups, such as walking through mangroves etc.

For further information contact:

Trevor Watts, Executive Officer on 8132 0430 / 0427 600 515 or sarfac @ chariot. net. au

Graham Woollard, Chairman SARFAC on 8363 6444 
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