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     PEAK RECREATIONAL BODY ACCUSES AQUACULTURE SA OF DECEPTION AND COVERUPS

The South Australian Recreational Fishing Advisory Council (SARFAC), is very concerned at the deliberate deception, cover-ups and misinformation provided to the public over the yellowtail kingfish escapes from aquaculture farms.

SARFAC first raised this issue over a year ago, in response to calls from the public of large numbers of kingfish appearing in waters off Port Augusta. Further reports have been received since then from both St Vincent and Spencer Gulfs. In the initial stage of discovery the escapes were denied.

SARFAC was deliberately denied a position on the Aquaculture Advisory Committee (AAC) when it was first constituted following implementation of the Aquaculture Bill on November 29, 2001, and now we know why!

Trevor Watts Executive Officer of SARFAC said ” The department has engaged in deliberate deception to down play the gravity of escapes on the environment. In a recent Government media release it was stated that only small numbers have escaped, when at the same time it has officially recorded that at least 18 000 have escaped. These 18000 do not include small numbers which escape every time the nets are changed, which is every two weeks and probably equal or exceeds the official figures”.

SARFAC calls for a full independent audit paper trail of all fingerling stocks purchased, fish sold and stock on hand for transactions over the last two years. If truthful, this will demonstrate to the community the gravity of the situation and indicate the true picture of lost stock,” he said.

Recent meetings with Aquaculture SA seeking a moratorium on the number of fish farm rings currently in the water and under construction for kingfish farming have drawn a deliberate cover-up of farm management practices including recognition of the number of farm rings in the water.

“If this were to happen in any other industry the persons responsible would be sacked for such deceptive and deliberate conduct. Aquaculture has a place in the scheme of things, but not at the expense of the environment,” he said
For further information contact:

Trevor Watts - Executive Officer on 8132 0430 / 0427 600 515 or trevor @ sarfac. com
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