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 MEDIA RELEASE

July 27, 2004

________________________________

     RECREATIONAL ANGLERS LOSE OUT YET AGAIN 

The recreational peak body is angry over the new King George whiting management measures announced late yesterday. Reduction in bag limits of this magnitude (40%) shifts the forfeited recreational bag limit disproportionately to commercial fishers.

Trevor Watts Executive Officer of SARFAC said ”I am disappointed in the government process as, despite repeated assurances from Minister McEwen that SARFAC would be consulted prior to any media release, this did not happen. Minister McEwen also assured us that any new management arrangements would ensure that controls on recreational angling do not simply flow to the commercial sector. His decision has now ensured that this will happen to the expense of 450,000 recreational anglers “ he said.

“ Recreational anglers have been told to take a 40% reduction in bag limits but no similar reduction has been proposed for commercial fishers. The proposed enhancement of the Marine Scalefish Fishery licence Amalgamation Scheme will bring effort reductions of 7.5% by commercial fishers, if it works. Clearly, this government is in bed with commercial fishers and do not value the enormous contribution recreational fishing makes to regional economics around the state’s coastline” he went on to say.

SARFAC, supports the new size restrictions on recreational anglers, announced by the Minister, but considers that the new size limit does not go far enough to protect sexually immature fish. SARFAC would like to see all stocks given the opportunity to breed before being captured. 

SARFAC were the first to raise issues of declining catches in July 2002 in response to repeated calls from recreational anglers. 

Not only is KGw an icon specie but for recreational anglers it is a key indicator specie used to measure how the recreational sector values angling as a recreational pursuit.

For further information contact:

Trevor Watts - Executive Officer on 8132 0430 / 0427 600 515 or trevor @ sarfac. com
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