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   ________________________________________

RECREATIONAL ANGLERS SEEK GOVERNMENT RECOGNITION

IN THE FISHERIES ACT REVIEW 

Recreational anglers seek redress in the review of the outdated Fisheries Act. of 1982 to an anomaly in the Act which does not recognise recreational angling and its social and economic value to the community in South Australia. 
Under the current Act (Fisheries Act 1982), there is no mention of recreational angling or of the economic and social values in the management of our fisheries.

Trevor Watts, Executive Officer of the South Australian Recreational Fishing Advisory Council said, “The recreational sector has struggled against this lack of recognition in the Act for many years, and calls on the recreational angling community to come forward with a strong and loud voice during the public comment phase of the Review. Details of the review process can be downloaded from the SARFAC Website, www. sarfac. com ”.

There is an expectation that the national recreational angling survey, soon to be released, will indicate that in South Australia the recreational share of the catch in marine scalefish is equal to that of the commercial sector and because of this, should be recognised equal in importance.

The recreational angling industry according to a government survey (Paper No. 25), published in 1997, contributes at least $ 350 million into the economy annually and is the fifth largest employer in the state. 

Graham Woollard, Chairman of SARFAC said “The recreational angling industry is big business and deserves better recognition within government and in the Fisheries Act.  Recreational angling should be understood and defined as a social investment in a range of leisure activities having significant benefits and value to the community”

“Changes to the Act must recognise the importance of recreational angling and as well as the many other issues that affect non commercial fishers.”. He said.

Government must accept responsibility on behalf of the community for delivering the recreational management plan, which was published in April 2001, by making appropriate amendments to the outdated Act best suited to modern times.
For further information contact:

Graham Woollard – Chairman on 8363 6444

Trevor Watts - Executive Officer on 8132 0430 / 0427 600 515 or trevor @ sarfac. com /  www. sarfac. com
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