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    MEDIA RELEASE

  December 18, 2002

   ________________________________________

RECREATIONAL ANGLERS SEEK POLICY CHANGES

IN THE FISHERIES ACT REVIEW 

The recreational sector proposes that “royalties” should be imposed on the better performing fisheries and incorporated into the proposed revised Fisheries Act.

Trevor Watts, Executive Officer of the South Australian Recreational Fishing Advisory Council said, ”We understand the focus of the commercial sector towards stability of access and tenure to a fishery in order to develop and progress their business plans, however it should not be a free ride. The privileged position of access to a community’s natural resources should be reflected in royalty payments that compensates the community or State, for the financial performance, value of production and commercial rewards”.

The better performing fisheries such as Southern Zone Rock Lobster, Prawn and Abalone have generated significant economic rent over the past few years, which is the difference between gross income and cost of production. The current process of the cost of management by government is through renewable licence fees based on cost of management only and does not reflect market conditions.

The recreational and commercial fisheries are economically important to the state. The value of the commercial sector in 2000/ 2001 is estimated at $ 208 million, whereas recreational anglers spend $1 million per day, every day of the year in South Australia in pursuit of their recreation for a total of $350 million (1997 survey).

“The public is entitled to a fair return on the resource which reflects the good fortune of some fisheries. A royalty payment could be based on and indexed to the financial performance of a particularly fishery such as a percentage of the gross income or as is the case in mining and forestry, where a percentage fee is payable based on the usable volume and quality of a tree from a forest. Some fisheries also receive increased quota allocations from time to time depending on the state of the fishery, and the quota increase is currently given as a free gift. “ he said 

Without the opportunities for royalty payments, government is foregoing additional income that can be apportioned to other fisheries or to areas of community services in most need. 

SARFAC calls on government to implement provisions for a royalty payment system for fisheries in the amended Fisheries Act. Royalty payments are a fair mechanism whereby commercial licence holders would only pay royalties proportional to the amount of community owned resource taken from the waters.

For further information contact:

Trevor Watts - Executive Officer on 8132 0430 / 0427 600 515 or trevor @ sarfac. com /  www. sarfac. com
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