Hon Paul Holloway MLC

Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries

GPO Box 668

Adelaide

SA 5001

2003 February 26

TW1511/030226

Facsimile: 8226 0316 ( 1245 hrs)

Dear Minister

RE: KINGFISH NEWS RELEASE FEBRUARY 24, 2003

We refer to your News Release of February 24, 2003, headed “ SARFAC figures are misleading and inaccurate “.
In this news release you have described SARFAC “as being out of touch and uninformed” and that “SARFAC’s figures are completely wrong” 

Minister, the numbers of escapes that we are quoting are figures that SARFAC have been officially advised of in writing by members of your department.

We refer specifically to the following:

· June 2001- 896 fish / Barry Windle

· July 2001 - 536 fish / Barry Windle

· May 2002 -  5 500 fish / Barry Windle

· September 2002- 569 fish / Barry Windle

· January 2003 - 3 000 fish / Marty Deveney

· January 2003 – 5 000 fish / Marty Deveney

This can lead us to one of two scenarios. Either these escapes did not occur and we have been deliberately misled by your department, or you Minister are being misled.

We ask that this be investigated as a matter of urgency and suggest that as the information  (or misinformation), is emanating from within your own department, that this investigation be undertaken by an independent authority.

We take your allegations that SARFAC’s claims of departmental cover-ups and deliberate deception are “ over the top and fanciful ” very seriously. At all times we have acted with the greatest of care, attempting to seek out and obtain accurate data from your department. When community concerns were brought to our attention, our enquiries were met with complete denial by your department.

In pursuing our questioning we have had to contend with silence, unanswered letters, ‘fudging’, incomplete responses and misinformation. We have only publicly released what we have been officially advised.

The community has the right to know what the truth is and until this is discovered, have every right to be concerned given past experiences of aquaculture development in other countries.

We would like to add that not only are SARFAC and SAFIC calling for a moratorium, but your own advisory committee, the Marine Scalefish Fishery Management Committee has advised on a similar recommendation.

Yours sincerely

Graham Woollard

Chairman

Cc. Premier, Mike Rann / Deputy Premier, Kevin Foley

