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    CALL FOR NETTING BANS IN GULF OF ST.VINCENT 

South Australia’s peak recreational fishing body calls on the Government to ban the use of fishing nets in Gulf of St. Vincent.

“Recreational anglers are being asked to carry the brunt of new King George whiting regulations but the real culprits are commercial netters who indiscriminately drag long haul nets through the upper Gulf of St.Vincent whiting nurseries” said SARFAC Executive Officer Trevor Watts.

“These fish have no chance of escape, whether undersize or not, and whole areas of recreational fishing grounds are degraded as commercial netters intrude into areas adjacent to holiday homes as they indiscriminately herd dwindling stocks”.

PIRSA (Fisheries Department), and successive Fishery Ministers have received hundreds of letters and petitions of protest in recent years but residents and community concerns have not been addressed.

Now is the time for action and SARFAC believes the only cause open to the government is to declare Gulf of St.Vincent a net free fishing zone.

Commercial netting in the Gulfs is an archaic and antediluvian practice unchanged since first settlement and has no place in modern society. Large numbers of undersize fish and non- permitted species are indiscriminately killed each time a net is set or hauled in the water.

“The myth that the resources of the oceans are without limits has been exposed. The government is being called to account for leadership and revolutionary changes on the aggressive approach of netting and netting mortality in Gulf of St.Vincent.” he said.

For further information contact:

Trevor Watts - Executive Officer on 8132 0430 / 0427 600 515 or trevor @ sarfac. com
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