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SUPPORT FOR NET FISHING BAN

The Australian Democrats support SARFAC’s call for a ban of net fishing in the Gulf of St. Vincent.

“Clearly the Gulf can not support this strip mining mentality” said Ian Gilfillan, Democrat spokesperson for Primary Industries and Regional Development.

“I fully support the South Australian Recreational Fishing Advisory Council’s call for a ban on net fishing.

“The Gulf is a haven for South Australian tourism, and, once again, recreational fishers are being attacked in order to distract attention from the damage done by commercial net fishers.

“I reckon it’s time for the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries to come down out of his ivory tower, and have a look at the damage that is being done to sea grass beds by commercial net fishing.

“Why hasn’t he acted on this issue?  Surely this is not another example where the Minister fears the wrath of the National Competition Council.
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