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ONGOING FUNDING FOR SOUTH EAST FISHERIES OFFICERS
The Rann government has moved to provide ongoing funding for four Fisheries Officer positions in the south-east.

Two of the positions are currently stationed at Robe, one at Kingston and one at Mount Gambier. 

Agriculture, Food and Fisheries Minister, Paul Holloway, says that funding of more than $3 million over the next three years has been provided for the continued employment of 17 officers in key SA locations.

“The commitment to ongoing funding for these additional positions provides the necessary flexibility in statewide staffing resources to address the changing compliance needs in individual fisheries and will also provide job security for the officers.”

“This decision is good news for the industry and recreational fishers as compliance is an increasingly important issue,” he said.

“Fisheries Officers play an important role in boosting awareness about the sustainability of the resource, protecting our valuable fisheries and reducing the response time required to investigate Fisheries Act offences.”

“ The government has allocated $1 million per year beginning with the 2004/5 financial year for the Primary Industries and Resources SA Fishwatch enhanced compliance program.”

“17 Fisheries officers are currently employed in the program and under the previous arrangements, funding for these positions was due to expire on June 30, 2004.”

“The officers are playing a very important role in the ongoing sustainability of our fish stocks,” Mr Holloway said.

“The community and the industry rightly expect that fisheries will continue to be sustainable and that requires a high level of compliance.”
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For further information contact Richard Lower on 8463 3443 or 0419 838646


