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Public meetings to discuss West Lakes weed eradication plan

West Lakes residents and other interested people are encouraged to attend public meetings that will be held this month to explain more about plans to eradicate Caulerpa taxifolia from West Lakes and the Port River.

Primary Industries and Resources SA’s Director Fisheries Policy, Will Zacharin, said the meetings would be of interest to people living around the lake system, and others interested in fishing or marine sports.


“The eradication plan is a major project and I expect that there will be a lot of interest from a diverse cross section of stakeholders – from West Lakes residents to sporting clubs and professional and recreational fishing bodies,” he said.”

Under the plan, West Lakes will be turned from a marine environment to a freshwater lake over winter and spring. Water will be piped 900 metres to link the Torrens River to existing drains flowing into West Lakes. As freshwater is pumped in, salt water will be pumped out by barges which will also be used to circulate the freshwater through the lake system.

The eradication program will cost about $3 million, including the installation of pipes to capture water from the River Torrens, a temporary pump station, barges and other resources. A further $1-million has been allocated to eradicate the weed in the Port River. 

The freshwater option had the advantage of leaving infrastructure in place after the eradication program which could be used again at any time in the future.

The information sessions will be held at 7pm at the following locations/dates:
The City of Charles Sturt Town Hall

76 Woodville Road, Woodville 


10/4/03 & 17/4/03

The West Lakes Community Centre

Brebner Drive, West Lakes 



9/4/03 & 16/04/03 

The SA Rowing Association

Military Road, West Lakes Shore 


8/4/03 & 15/4/03

For further information about the information sessions, please contact John Gilliland on 8226 2874 and for information about Caulerpa Taxifolia contact FISHWATCH on 1800 065 522 or www.pir.sa.gov.au/weeds.
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