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GOVERNMENT MOVES TO PROTECT KING GEORGE WHITING

The state government has moved to protect one of South Australia’s icons, the King George Whiting. 

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Rory McEwen said changes to the state’s Fisheries regulations were needed to stop overfishing of the species within Spencer Gulf and Gulf St Vincent.

“The changes will include new size and bag limits applying to both recreational and commercial fishers. A possession limit will also be introduced to help reduce illegal sales of King George whiting,” Mr McEwen said.

“A new minimum size limit of 31 centimetres will apply for all King George whiting caught east of the line longitude 1360 (near Cape Catastrophe, south of Port Lincoln). The current minimum size limit of 30 centimetres will still apply to King George whiting caught west of the line.”

“This will result in an increase to the egg biomass of King George whiting to internationally accepted standards within five years,” Mr McEwen said. 

“The new size limit will apply from 1 October this year to allow sufficient time for signage across the state’s wharfs and boat ramps to be changed.”

“A possession limit of 36 (or three times the daily bag limit) will be introduced for the first time,” Mr McEwen said.

“There’ll also be a reduction of the daily King George whiting bag limit from 20 to 12 and the boat limit from 60 to 36 to reduce recreational fishing effort.” 

“These new recreational bag, boat and possession limits will play an important role in achieving sustainable harvests in the future.”

“The package of changes will also include enhancement of the Marine Scalefish Fishery Licence Amalgamation Scheme which will assist in reducing commercial catch rates and fishing effort by the commercial marine scalefish sector.”

 The changes follow a comprehensive review of the king George whiting fishery by the Marine Scalefish Fishery Management Committee (FMC) in association with Primary Industries and Resources SA (Fisheries).

Recent results from the National Recreational and Indigenous Fishing Survey (2000/2001) showed that recreational anglers in South Australia are harvesting 58% of the total catch of King George whiting. 

Earlier this year, the National Trust South Australia placed King George whiting on the Bank SA Heritage Icons list in recognition of its cultural significance and contribution to South Australia’s cultural identity.

A revised edition of the free Recreational Fishing Guide will be printed in August to ensure all recreational fishers are aware of the changes.

Updated information will also appear on the PIRSA Fisheries web site (www.pir.sa.gov.au/fishing) and on jetty fish measuring stations and recreational fishing signs around the state. 

New limits at a glance

	Species
	Area
	Size limit
	Bag limit
	Boat limit


	Possession limit

	King George whiting
	East of long 1360 including waters of Spencer Gulf and Gulf St Vincent
	31
	12
	36
	36

	
	West of long 1360 
	30
	12
	36
	36
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For further information contact Richard Lower on 8463 3443 or 0419 838646


