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Friday 6 August, 2004

White shark adds to knowledge base

A shark, accidentally caught by a commercial fisher near Port Pirie yesterday, will add to our understanding of the great white shark. 

The 5 metre female shark became entangled in a long-line (used to target snapper) and drowned.  The commercial fisher notified PIRSA Fishwatch.  

Fisheries Officers are today transporting the carcass to SARDI Aquatic Sciences at West Beach where it will be examined by scientists.

DNA samples of the muscle and liver, as well as vertebrae and other tissue samples will be collected and will be sent to CSIRO, Tasmania.  The jaws will be removed and frozen and will be sent to the South Australian Museum.

PIRSA Fishwatch Manager Compliance Operations Mr Paul Tatarelli reminded all fishers that great white sharks are fully protected in South Australia and any accidental captures like this one must be immediately reported to the Fishwatch telephone number.

“This will enable fisheries officers to take the appropriate action,” he said.

“It is only as a result of accidental capture that scientists have the chance to further their knowledge of these high order predators,” Mr Tatarelli said.

The Fishwatch telephone number in 1800 065 522.  

Media Contacts: 
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