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Monday, 15 December 2003

WEST LAKES RESTRICTIONS LIFTED

All recreational fishing and boating activities can resume in West Lakes today.

However, Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries, Paul Holloway reminded residents and recreational fishers that fishing in the upper Port River from Bower Road to the Birkenhead Bridge remains banned.

“We are confident that most of the Caulerpa taxifolia that was in the lake has been destroyed and that it is safe for boating and fishing to resume in the lake,” Mr Holloway said.

The seaward gates opened on December 2 following a major project that turned the lake’s marine environment to freshwater to kill the weed. Throughout the project fishing and boating was banned to prevent disturbance of the weed.

“The lake is almost back to being a marine environment with salinity levels around 25-30 parts per thousand,” Mr Holloway said.

“The lake is also changing colour and looks much clearer.”

“A true picture of the eradication program’s success won’t be known until autumn when dive surveys are planned.” 

“Once the surveys have been completed we will have a much better idea about the impact of the freshwater on the weed.”

Mr Holloway said it was very important that fishing bans remained in force in the upper Port River.

“There are patches of Caulerpa taxifolia in there and we must do everything we can to ensure that they remain undisturbed until they can be destroyed.”

“A small number of recreational fishers have continued to defy the ban and have been fined for doing so. It’s important that everyone observes the ban so that the weed does not escape into open water.”

“I wouldn’t have thought that was a big ask in order to protect the state’s fisheries resources,” Mr Holloway said.

Breaches of the ban should be reported to Fishwatch 1800 065 522.

Further information contact: Will Zacharin (Director, Fisheries Policy) on 8226 2316
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