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South East Fisheries operations success

PIRSA Fishwatch, Manager Compliance Operations, Mr Paul Tatarelli has praised the South East’s fishers and boat operators following a major operation in the region over the Australia Day long weekend.

Over the three-day period, uniformed Fisheries and SA Police officers spoke to nearly 900 fishers and conducted 130 boating safety checks.  

Mr Tatarelli said the high level of compliance with both fisheries and boating regulations was pleasing.

“Of the 890 fishers spoken to, there was only one on-the-spot fine issued, and one prosecution brief will be prepared. Both of these cases relate to taking undersize rock lobster in the Port MacDonnell area,” he said.

“Of the 70 rock lobster pots that were checked as part of the on-water patrols, only one pot was found to be unregistered.

“These statistics would suggest that the majority of fishers have made themselves aware of the rules that have been put in place to help protect the State’s fisheries resource.”

During the weekend, Fishcare Volunteers spoke to another 330 fishers, providing them with the latest information on fishing in South Australia.

Mr Tatarelli reminded fishers of the need to continue to comply with fisheries and boating regulations.

“Officers will continue to target similar offences through out the south-east from now until the end of the rock lobster season,” he said.

Media contact: PIRSA Fishwatch Manager Compliance Operations, Paul Tatarelli 0408 841 055.

Statistics 

· 890 recreational fishers checked 

· 1 prosecution brief to be prepared for group of persons allegedly taking 44 undersize rock lobster at Port MacDonnell

· 1 expiation (on the spot fine) for one person taking undersize rock lobster at Port MacDonnell

· 70 rock lobster pots inspected at sea.

· 1 unregistered pot found and seized

· 130 vessel safety checks undertaken

· Approximately 30 cautions issued in regards to missing minor safety gear (bucket, torch, oars) and one for exceeding speed limit in a channel.

· 1 boat operator detected by SAPol with a Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) over twice the legal limit at Port MacDonnell.

· Fishcare volunteers spoke to 330 fishers (Port MacDonnell, Beachport, Robe, Kingston)
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