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 SNAPPER CLOSURE CHANGES FOCUS ON SUSTAINABILITY

The state government will implement a single, month-long closure to better protect one of the SA’s most highly prized fish species.

Agriculture Food and Fisheries Minister Paul Holloway said today the previous closure of the state’s snapper fishery in early August will not proceed this year.

“This year the fishery will be closed from noon on November 1 until noon on November 30 and again in 2004 and 2005.”

“The advice received from the Marine Scale Fishery Management Committee (MSFMC) and the South Australian Research and Development Institute (SARDI) supports a single closure rather than the previous split three week closure in August and three weeks in November,” he said.

“The split seasonal closure was introduced in 2000 and it was always intended to review those arrangements after three years.”

Mr Holloway said the aim of the closures was to support a sustainable harvest level for the snapper fishery.

“Assessments have found the three week closure in August had little effect on protecting snapper stocks while the November closure was effective in reducing fishing effort in the snapper fishery,” he said. 

“The objective of the November closure is to provide greater protection for the spawning stock of snapper and adequate annual egg production.”

“The snapper fishery is very important for both commercial and recreational fishers and it’s in everyone’s interests that fishing continues to be sustainable.”

“The new closure will be implemented for three years from 2003 to 2005. The effectiveness of the closure will be reviewed by the MSFMC in 2005.”

“The November closure of the snapper fishery will be advertised to ensure community awareness of the change,” Mr Holloway said..
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