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Silver perch confusion

PIRSA Fishwatch has reminded fishers that the freshwater fish, silver perch, is fully protected in South Australian waters.  Any fish of this species that is caught must be returned to the water immediately. 

According to Senior Fisheries Officer, Greg Heycock, increased recreational catches of silver perch have been reported throughout the Riverland, particularly small fish around the 20 – 30 cm size range as well as some larger specimens measuring 35 – 40 cm.

Mr Heycock says some inexperienced fishers are having problems telling the difference between silver perch and callop and are making the mistake of keeping the protected silver perch.

“Silver perch can be identified by the forked shape of their tail when compared to the rounded tail of the callop,” he said.

“There are encouraging signs that silver perch numbers are increasing in the River.  

“It is essential that all silver perch caught are returned to the water immediately if the species is to continue to recover,” Mr Heycock said.

Heavy penalties may apply to anyone found guilty of taking or being in possession of a protected species.

Media Contact: Greg Heycock, 0407 086 332.
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