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Friday, 22 August 2003

KIDS HOOK INTO READING

A new chapter in fisheries issues has unfolded with South Australian Fisheries Minister, Paul Holloway, and Australian Fisheries Minister, Senator Ian Macdonald, launching a publication aimed at improving knowledge of the seafood industry amongst children.

Titled The Story of Seafood, the glossy Workboot series book is designed for children aged between eight and 13, and gives them facts about commercial, recreational and indigenous fishing issues.

“It’s vital our children are taught about the importance of industries like seafood,” Senator Macdonald said.

“Presenting these essential facts with cartoons and colourful photos makes the education process attractive and therefore more useful.”

Mr Holloway said the project was an important achievement to promote the national fishing industry.

“This is a tremendous initiative with the potential to provide long-term value for the fishing industry,” Mr Holloway said.

“Generally, there’s a lack of well developed and presented educational material about the fishing industry for school aged children.”

The project was initiated by the Department of Primary Industries and Resources South Australia (PIRSA), with over $130,000 in funding coming through the Australian Government’s Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC).

Fishing industry organisations from every state and territory contributed to The Story of Seafood, which is printed by the not-for-profit agricultural publishing organisation the Kondinin Group. 

Over 50 primary school children were involved in today’s launch, which featured activities like fishing pond competitions, and “flex like a fish and limber like a lobster” exercise activities with sporting icon Robert de Castella.  
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