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MINIMUM SIZE LIMIT FOR SCHOOL SHARK INCREASED

The state government has moved to further protect the number of School sharks caught in SA waters.

Agriculture, Food and Fisheries Minister, Paul Holloway says two new measures approved by State Cabinet this week include raising the minimum legal size for School sharks caught in SA by 5cm to 45cm and prohibiting the removal of particular shark fins at sea.

“School sharks are a particularly long living species taking 8-10 years to reach sexual maturity and breeding only once every 2-3 years, characteristics which make them extremely vulnerable to fishing pressure.”

“Over the past 20 years extensive research has shown the School shark population in SA waters has been over-exploited, so this decision will assist in rebuilding numbers in the fishery.

“We are also coming into line with all other management jurisdictions in southern Australian waters by increasing the minimum size to 45 cm,” Mr Holloway said.

“This will back up existing management arrangements between the states and the Commonwealth placing a Total Allowable Catch (TAC) on School sharks taken in southern waters.

“Shark finning and the discarding of the rest of the trunk has become an issue due to the high prices paid for the fins and the relatively low value of the carcasses”.

“Anecdotal evidence suggests shark finning is not occurring in SA waters. However, prohibition will help make identification more accurate and more efficient because it’s difficult to identify sharks by only looking at their fins which differ in number and size.”

Mr Holloway said the new measures had support from the South Australian Fishing Industry Council (SAFIC)--State Shark Working Group and the Marine Scalefish Fishery Management Committee
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