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RESEARCH FUNDING FOR SA AQUACULTURE AND FISHERIES

The South Australian Research and Development Institute (SARDI) has been successful in attracting Commonwealth funding of $2.4 million for six new projects.

Agriculture, Food and Fisheries Minister, Paul Holloway said the projects would be important in ensuring SARDI was able to continue ongoing research to support the sustainable development of the state’s valuable fisheries and aquaculture industries.

 “SARDI has been successful in attracting these funds to support a wide range of projects including nearly $700,000 for work on the environmental effect of discarded by-catch in our prawn fisheries.”

“A further $365,000 has been allocated for a project focusing on improving farming and processing technologies for the oyster industry.”

“Much of the work will be conducted from Port Lincoln as a part of a continuing commitment to building research capacity in regional areas,” he said.

There are two further projects involving the Port Lincoln region--

· the development and validation of baitfish sampling methods for southern bluefin tuna and

·  a project in collaboration with the University of Adelaide  to assess the metabolic rates of southern bluefin tuna held in cages.

“The projects demonstrate SARDI’s ongoing ability to attract funding and continue as a leader in industry research,” Mr Holloway said.

A total of $3.25 million was distributed to eleven South Australia research projects in this round of Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) funding.
The FRDC is responsible for planning, investing in and managing fisheries research and development through Australia in conjunction with the Commonwealth and state governments, research providers, other funding organisations and industry.

Further information: Anthony Cheshire (Chief Scientist SARDI) 
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