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SA GOVERNMENT STAND ON RIVER FISHERY VINDICATED

Agriculture, Food and Fisheries Minister, Paul Holloway, says the state government’s ban on commercial fishing in the River Murray has been vindicated following the Commonwealth’s decision to add Murray Cod to the national list of threatened species.

“The state government’s bans on gillnets and the commercial taking of Murray Cod from the river came into effect yesterday and the Commonwealth’s decision will have an impact on any further court action to attempt to have those bans overturned.”

“As of yesterday, the federal government has listed Murray Cod as vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).”

“Under the Act, listed species are considered to be a matter of national environmental significance and any activity likely to have a significant impact on the Murray Cod will need to be assessed and approved by the federal Environment and Heritage Minister, David Kemp.”

“This is another victory for the River Murray,” he said.

“Murray Cod are wildlife icons and it would be a tragedy if their numbers were to decline any further.”

“The state government has always been committed to our policy of removing gill nets from the river in line with the Murray Darling Basin Commission’s Native Fish Management Strategy aimed at restoring fish abundance in the Murray and assisting in the return to a healthy river environment,” Mr Holloway said.

He said a further nine River Murray fishers had now expressed an interest in accepting ex gratia compensation payments following the state government’s decision to ban gill net fishing in the river. 

“This now brings to eleven, or more than a third of the 30 river fishers, who’ve either accepted or expressed interest in the government’s packages since November last year.”

“Overall, the packages offered to the 30 river fishers have totalled more than $3.1 million, ranging from a minimum of $60,000 up to a maximum of $282,000 and averaging more than $103,000 each.” 

“The government has always believed it’s ex gratia offers have been fair and reasonable from the time we announced our original packages, especially when you take into account the average declared net income of some licence holders was only $90 per annum.”

“We’ve continued to act in good faith and last week eight licence holders who entered the river fishery after 1997 were offered adjusted ex gratia packages to take into account their late entry.”

“The upward adjustments were in response to a series of meetings requested by some of the fishers following the Supreme Court decision earlier this month to uphold the government’s ban on gill nets in the river.”

“After that court decision, we set a deadline of Friday, June 27 for the fishers to accept ex gratia packages, even though the government was not required to offer any compensation.”

“That deadline has now expired.”

“Commercial harvesting of Murray Cod and Callop in the river has ceased, but two of the fishers who accepted the government’s original package will continue operating in a non-native river fishery as part of the national carp eradication program,” Mr Holloway said.
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