Hon Paul Holloway[image: image1.png]b

<
2

~N

S &
~N
)
\&

Government
of South Australia




Minister for Agriculture, Food & Fisheries

Minister for Mineral Resources Development


Wednesday, February 12, 2003

RECREATIONAL FISHING SURVEY RELEASED

Agriculture Food and Fisheries Minister, Paul Holloway, today released the latest survey results on recreational fishing numbers in South Australia.

Mr Holloway said the survey data would add to the continued debate about the impact of recreational fishers in SA during the current round of community consultation on the review of the Fisheries Act 1982. 

The National Recreational and Indigenous Fishing Survey was conducted by the State and Territory Governments between 1998/99 and 2000/2001.  

Key results from the survey include:

· The estimated number of recreational fishers in SA is 319,000 - down from the 453,000 estimated in 1996

· Of the 319,000 fishers only 7,447 or 2.3 percent belong to a fishing club

· It’s estimated that 107,558 interstate visitors fish in South Australia each year

· 95 percent of fishing is from private boats

· Recreational fishers take 58% of all whiting, 40% of snapper, 46% of squid/cuttlefish, 56% of tommy ruff and 70% of black bream

· 73% of snapper, 69% of bream and 67% of mulloway are discarded, either because they are under the legal minimum size or over the bag limit.

“The report should add significantly to the community debate about recreational fishing management,” Mr Holloway said.

“It’s important that the figures are looked at in context and that we use the data to ensure the long-term sustainability of the fisheries resource in South Australia. “The figures clearly illustrate that the recreational fishing sector and not just the commercial licence holders have a significant impact on the fishery,” he said.

A comprehensive summary of the survey will be featured in the March edition of Southern Fisheries magazine.

The Green paper on the Fisheries Act currently circulating for public comment includes a recommendation to provide allocation advice to the Minister on this issue.

Comments and submissions on the Green Paper can be made up until the end of February, 2003.

To obtain a copy of the Green Paper telephone 8226 0326 or down load a copy from the PIRSA Website www.pir.sa.gov.au/fishactreview. 
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