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RECREATIONAL ANGLERS CODE OF CONDUCT LAUNCHED

Agriculture, Food and Fisheries Minister, Paul Holloway today launched a Code of Conduct for Recreational Anglers in SA.

 The Code, published by the South Australian Recreational Fishing Advisory Council (SARFAC), is a first for the state and is aimed at raising community awareness about the benefits of responsible angling.

“The government is keen to work closely with SARFAC to promote responsible recreational angling in the long term interests of the environment and the state’s valuable fishery resources,” Mr Holloway said.

“The Code of Conduct for boat, shore, river, stream and jetty angling in SA calls for the responsible disposal of rubbish, unwanted fishing gear and bait scraps.”

“A major component of the Code also calls for all anglers to fully acquaint themselves with the state’s fishery regulations.”

“It also encourages anglers to return undersized, protected or unwanted catches back to the water.”

 SARFAC’s Executive Officer, Trevor Watts, says the strategic goals promoted in the council’s five year management strategy for sustainable development is to promote community awareness and understanding of the environment. 

“A healthy environment and habitat means healthy fish stocks,” Mr Watts said.

“Recreational anglers should take pride in the environment as though it were their own backyard. The Code recommends that anglers leave only footprints where they go and look after the state’s fishery resources for the benefit of future generations.”

“Every encouragement should be given to young adults and children to be better informed as this will encourage awareness of the environment, responsible angling and the adoption of sustainable angling practices,” he said.

There’s an estimated 319,000 recreational fishers in SA.

SARFAC contacts: Trevor Watts (Executive Officer) or Graham Woollard (Chairman) on 8132 0430
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