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Tuesday, 26 August 2003

SUSTAINABILITY THE FOCUS OF LOBSTER MANAGEMENT CHANGES

The state government has supported key recommendations to significantly change the management of the Northern Zone Rock Lobster Fishery.

Agriculture Food and Fisheries Minister Paul Holloway says it’s important to act now to allow the stock to recover and ensure the long-term health of the fishery.

“An Independent Allocation Advisory Panel appointed in March this year has developed a fair way to share the Total Allowable Commercial Catch (TACC) of 625 tonnes amongst the 69 commercial licence holders,” he said.

The panel has recommended that the relationship between the number of pots held and the fishers’ Individually Transferable Quota (ITQ) should be maintained and consolidated in the long-term.

“However, fishers should have a short adjustment period where they can adapt their operations to the new quota management system.”

“The panel has recommended a formula that combines pot numbers and prior catch history, for implementation over a three-year adjustment period, beginning on November 1 in the 2003/04 fishing season.”

“The formula will result in licence holders receiving an allocation that is a function of both their individual pot holdings and their recent catch history, for three years only.  Those fishers without a recent catch history will receive an industry average figure for the catch history component.”

“Following the three-year adjustment period all licence holders will receive an allocation of the TACC based on their individual pot holdings.”

Mr Holloway said the aim was for the Northern Zone Rock Lobster Fishery to recover to its previous high level of productivity. “Obviously, it’s a very fine balance between the continued earning capacity of licence holders and the long-term sustainability of the fishery,” he said.

“We certainly hope that the changes will deliver significant gains, not just for the current group of fishers, but for future generations and the wider community.”

The Director of Fisheries will shortly be advising all licence holders of the allocation mechanism and new management arrangements.

PIRSA Contact: Fisheries Manager, Sean Sloan on 8226 0219
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