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Final report on lobster tail clipping

In a recent court case, a recreational fisher told the court that the reason why he did not clip the tail fan of the recreationally caught lobsters in his possession was because he felt that the practice was cruel.

A report just released by Primary Industries and Resources SA veterinarian Dr Colin Johnston suggests otherwise.

Dr Johnston headed up a neuroanatomical study and literature review into pain sensation in rock lobsters.

“In all likelihood, any response to clipping of the tail fan is more likely to be a reflex escape response rather than a conscious emotional awareness of pain sensation,” Dr Johnston said. 

“In fact, taking the rock lobster out of the water is likely to induce physiological stress responses that have the potential to persist for longer periods of time (up to 24 hours) than any escape reflex.” 

“It is likely that the central nervous system of the lobster is not well developed enough to allow a conscious, emotional awareness of pain sensation.”

The report also highlighted that there was a benefit to the sustainability of lobster catches derived from distinguishing recreational catches in this way in that it reduces the chances of illegal commercial quantities being taken by recreational fishers and the subsequent illegal sales through restaurants, pubs and other routes.  

“Taking into account all of these factors, I don’t believe there is sufficient evidence to warrant abandoning the marking of recreational rock lobsters by clipping of their central tail fan,“ Dr Johnston said.

Head of PIRSA Fishwatch, Mark Lewis said the law requiring all recreational fishers to clip the middle tail fan of all rock lobsters caught, before they are brought ashore, will stand. 

“Fisheries Officers around the State will continue to enforce this Legislation,” he said.

Media contact: Compliance aspect - Mark Lewis 8347 6101. Dr Johnston is not available for comment.
[image: image1.png]


Issued by: Kaye Noske, PIRSA Communications and 

Marketing, ph 8226 0230 or 0401 121 444.

www.pir.sa.gov.au


[image: image2.png]%
(,A\Q*

Government
of South Australia



[image: image3.png]_1049872027.doc
[image: image1.png]%
(,A\Q*

Government
of South Australia







