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FIN CLIPPING NEEDS FURTHER INVESTIGATION

Agriculture, Food and Fisheries Minister Paul Holloway, says calls for the clipping of pectoral fins on King George Whiting to curb illegal sales in SA are premature.

“At this stage, the proposal is not supported by the Department of Primary Industries and Resources SA (PIRSA) without further investigation of how it might be implemented and what it would mean for regulation and enforcement.”

“PIRSA believes there needs to be a more concerted and detailed study undertaken to examine ways of preventing illegal sales of fish in SA,” Mr Holloway said.

 “The study could include input from a broad group including representatives of PIRSA Fishwatch, the wholesale and retail sectors, as well as commercial and recreational fishers.”

“There’s a whole range of practical issues which would need to be addressed before we would consider any move to introduce fin clipping.”

“There’s an estimated 320,000 recreational fishers out there each year taking 2.5 million King George Whiting from SA waters. It would therefore be very difficult to ensure all anglers were aware of clipping rules, especially those coming from interstate.”

“To make it workable, there’d also need to be strong regulations introduced to ensure all King George Whiting fillets had their pectoral fins intact at wholesale, retail, and right up to the point of consumption at fish and chip shops and restaurants.” 

“As well, there could be no guarantees that the existing high level of person-to-person and ‘back door’ sales, bartering and trading of recreationally caught fish would decline if all fins were required to be clipped,” Mr Holloway said.

The minimal legal length for King George Whiting is 30cm with an individual bag limit of 20 and a boat limit of 60.
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