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FISHING FOR RESEARCH--SARDI ENLISTS FISHERS’ SUPPORT

The habits of native fish are the focus of a SARDI (SA Research and Development Institute) study and both recreational and commercial fishers will have the chance to play a key role.

The research moves into the field this month when scientists travel to the Coorong and Lower Lakes to begin tagging fish caught by electrofishing.

Agriculture, Food and Fisheries Minister, Paul Holloway says the work will complement important information being collated at a national level to provide a picture of the health of native fish stocks in the Murray Darling Basin and, in particular, how far the tagged fish travel from the tag sites.

“The research is important to ensure the health of native fish populations well into the future. The work will help us to understand more about fish stocks in the Lower Lakes and will provide baseline data for future work with the imminent completion of experimental fishways at Goolwa and Tauwitchere barrages in the Coorong.”  

“PIRSA researchers expect to examine the effectiveness of the fishways as fish begin moving between the Murray-Darling system and the sea leading to changes in the community of fish in the lakes,” Mr Holloway said.

“We need to know more about native fish species and their present movements around the Lower Lakes so we can detect changes in the fish community once the new fishways are completed.”

“Initially golden perch, congolli, carp, Murray cod, mulloway, yellow-eye mullet and black bream will be targeted in the lakes, but later fish will be tagged in the Coorong and further upstream.”

“The researchers will begin the tag and release phase at the end of January and the input of recreational and commercial fishers will be pivotal to the program’s success.”

“People who catch tagged fish (identified by a brightly coloured tag near the dorsal fin, the letters ‘SARDI’ and a telephone number) are urged to contact SARDI advising the details on the tag, where the fish was caught, when it was caught and the length of the fish from the nose to the tip of the tail whether it’s kept or released.” 

“The information will be used to determine how far individual fish have travelled and whether they have increased in size or weight since being tagged, as well as the general make-up of the multi species community.”

Fishers reporting their tagged catch will receive a small unique reward for participating. The hotline number is 1 800 119 194 or e-mail: taggingpirsa@saugov.sa.gov.au.

“The SARDI study is part of the Murray Darling Basin Commission’s $25 million River Murray Fish Passage program, a component of the Native Fish Strategy, addressing the decline in native fish populations caused by a range of threatening processes, including river regulation,” Mr Holloway said.

“The aim of the Native Fish Strategy is for native fish populations to be returned to 60 percent of their estimated pre-European settlement levels within the next 50 years.”

Further information contact:  

Dr Qifeng Ye (Senior Scientist) on 8200 2447 (mobile 0401 122 135 or Jason Higham  (Research Scientist) on 8200 2468 or mobile 0401 122 163
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For further information contact Richard Lower on 8463 3443 or 0419 838 646


