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New direction for the Fisheries R&D Board

Four new directors have been appointed to the Board of the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC).

Federal Minister for Fisheries, Senator Ian Macdonald, said the new directors; John Harrison, Tor Hundloe AM, Nick Rayns and Stuart Richey, would join Simon Bennison and Ian Cartwright, who have been re-appointed for another term.  They begin their three-year appointments this month, and join chairman Denis Byrne, and the government director, Glenn Hurry, on the board.

The FRDC is jointly funded by the Australian Government and the fishing industry, and is at the forefront of planning and managing fisheries research. That includes making the results of the latest R&D known to industry members, and encouraging their use and commercialisation.

“I congratulate the new directors on their appointment, and wish them a successful and rewarding three years,” Senator Macdonald said.  “I would also like to thank retiring members David Newton, Sandy Wood-Meredith, Diana Day and Bill Sawynok, for their contributions to fisheries R&D.”
The four new, and two returning FRDC directors, are:

Simon Bennison — Executive Director of the Aquaculture Council of Western Australia and Vice Chairman of the National Aquaculture Council.  He has extensive experience in aquaculture, and has developed policies and management plans for various marine and shellfish industries.  He also has experience in resource management, R&D, marketing and science;

Ian Cartwright — Director of Thalassa Consulting, a fisheries consultancy working in Australia and the Asia-Pacific region.  He is on a number of fisheries-related advisory groups, particularly those dealing with management plans.  Mr Cartwright is also highly qualified in the areas of fisheries-related science, economics, marketing, research, technology transfer and commercialisation;

John Harrison — Executive Officer of the Northern Territory Amateur Fisherman’s Association.  He has particular expertise in matters relating to native title, land rights, conservation, the environment, pastoral leases, resource allocation and stock conservation.  As former President of Recfish Australia, he has an excellent understanding of the challenges facing the recreational and sport fishing sector.  Mr Harrison is also a graduate of the Australian Rural Leadership Foundation;

Tor Hundloe AM — Professor of Environmental Management and Director of the Technology Management Centre at the University of Queensland.  He has a PhD in fisheries economics, and works in the field of sustainable fisheries development.  Professor Hundloe also chaired the Wet Tropics Management Authority, and was made a Member of the Order of Australia this year;

Nick Rayns — Director of Aquaculture, NSW Fisheries.  Mr Rayns is a highly qualified marine scientist who has held senior management positions at state and national levels.  He also has experience in business management, conservation and research, and an understanding of the various interests and concerns of the commercial, indigenous and recreational fishing industries; and

Stuart Richey — CEO of the Richey Fishing Company, Mr Richey is a highly experienced commercial fisherman.  He has acted as an industry representative throughout his career, including representing Australia at international forums.  He also helped establish the Tasmanian Aquaculture and Fisheries Institute, and served as a member of AFMA, including a period as acting Chairman.

For further information, David Crisafulli on 07 4771 3066 or 0400 144 483.
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