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DRAFT SOUTH EAST AQUACULTURE POLICY-CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Agriculture, Food and Fisheries Minister, Paul Holloway, has urged South-East residents, business and community groups to comment on plans developed for aquaculture in the region.

“Future opportunities for fish farming in the State’s South East have been investigated by Primary Industries and Resources SA (PIRSA) Aquaculture,” Mr Holloway said.

“Extensive technical studies have been conducted looking at seafloor habitats, water quality and circulation and environmental capacity models for the area. PIRSA Aquaculture has developed draft policies to support and manage the proposed aquaculture activity in the area.”

“The farms will be managed under stringent regulatory controls including the requirement for annual environmental monitoring results to be submitted to PIRSA,” Mr Holloway said.

“Currently, aquaculture in the Limestone Coast Region generates $3m directly and $3.7m in flow-on business income, and employs 49 people directly and 27 in flow-on businesses.”

The draft Aquaculture policies propose 680ha of finfish farms with a maximum production of 3400 tonnes of finfish in four zones:

· Inner Kingston Aquaculture Zone – 40ha

· Intermediate Kingston Aquaculture Zone – 200ha.

· Outer Kingston Aquaculture Zone – 400ha.

· Historical Cape Jaffa Zone – 40ha historical use provisions only.

“The proposed policy takes into account unique environmental characteristics in the zone which will be managed through licence conditions, such as stocking densities and exclusion zones,” Mr Holloway said.

These policies have been established pursuant to Section 12 of the Aquaculture Act 2001 and are available from PIRSA aquaculture GPO Box 1625 Adelaide 5001 or fax 8226 0330 or at www.pir.sa.gov/aquaculture
Submissions should be made in writing to Carina Cartwright, PIRSA Aquaculture, GPO Box 1625, Adelaide 5001.

Further information contact: PIRSA Director of Aquaculture, Ian Nightingale on 8226 0261
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For further information contact Richard Lower on 8463 3443 or 0419 838 646


