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Monday 24 February, 2003

Cuttlefish closure from March 1

At this time each year, the world’s largest known spawning aggregation of giant Australian cuttlefish (Sepia apama) occurs in False Bay, just north of Whyalla in northern Spencer Gulf.

To ensure the continued protection of this spawning population, a closed area and season comes into effect from the beginning of March.  

From 1 March to 30 September 2003 it will be illegal for any person to take any species of cephalopod (cuttlefish, squid and octopus) within the area of False Bay.

The closure area includes all waters enclosed by a line from the light house at Point Lowly to the southern end of the Port Bonython jetty, then in a south westerly direction to the eastern most point of the BHP jetty, position latitude 33º 02” 12.63’ south and longitude 137º 36” 1.98’ east, near Whyalla, then to the high water mark at the base of the jetty, then following the high water mark along the shoreline in an easterly direction back to the point of commencement.  The above coordinates use GDA94, which coincides almost exactly with WGS 84. 

Copies of the map are available from PIRSA Fisheries Offices or from the PIRSA web site at www.pir.sa.gov.au/fishing.

The giant Australian cuttlefish is the largest cuttlefish species in the world with a maximum-recorded mantle length (mantle length is the body only excluding the head and tentacles) of 520mm and weighing in at 6.2 kgs. 

This is the only known spawning aggregation of this size of giant cuttlefish in the world.    

It has been estimated that up to 41,000 individual cuttlefish visit the spawning site.
Media Contact: Helen Croft, Acting Manager Compliance Operations, PIRSA Fishwatch 0409 419 662.
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