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Fisheries Officers continue to patrol Whyalla cuttlefish closure

PIRSA Fishwatch Officers in the Spencer Gulf region will continue to be on the look out for anyone fishing for cuttlefish in the closed area of False Bay north of Whyalla.  This follows the issuing of a number of expiation notices for this type of offence recently.

Fisheries Officers from Whyalla, responding to a call from a member of the public to the Fishwatch telephone number, issued five expiation notices for various fisheries offences related to fishing for cuttlefish.  Responding to a second call, an additional two people were given expiation notices for catching undersize snapper and cautioned for fishing for cuttlefish in a closed area.

PIRSA Fishwatch Manager Compliance Operations Paul Tatarelli said the closed season was put in place to protect the spawning aggregation of the giant Australian cuttlefish (Sepia apama).

“The closure applies from 1 March to 30 September each year and covers the area of False Bay, just north of Whyalla, from the BHP Jetty to the Point Lowly Lighthouse.  During the closure, it is an offence to take any species of cephalopods (cuttlefish, squid and octopus) from within this area.

“The closure has now been in place for a number of years and has been well publicised.  The local community has taken ownership of the closure and I would like to commend the concerned members of the public who reported this illegal fishing activity,” Mr Tatarelli said. 

The Fishwatch telephone number is 1800 065 522.

Media Contact: PIRSA Fishwatch Manager Compliance Operations, Paul Tatarelli 0408 841 055.
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