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Monday, 15 September 2000

EARLY START TO CRAB SEASON

Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries, Paul Holloway has issued a reminder to all fishers about the regulations applying to crab fishing in South Australia.

“Fisheries officers have begun to receive early reports of blue swimmer crab catches along Adelaide’s northern metropolitan beaches. At this early stage of the season, crab catches are low, but as the weather warms up, numbers are expected to increase,” Mr Holloway said.

“It’s therefore timely to remind fishers about the minimum size limits, bag limits and boat limits for blue swimmer crabs in South Australia.”

“Over the summer, Fisheries officers and Fishcare volunteers will be out and about educating fishers about the regulations that apply.”

“They’ll be paying particular attention to crabbing beaches from now until the end of the season.”

“To assist fishers to voluntarily comply with the size limit, PIRSA Fishwatch provides a range of educational material, including free measuring gauges.”

“The first priority is to educate and inform fishers, but for those who blatantly flaunt the law, penalties can apply.”

“Early in the season, some fishers may be tempted to take any crabs they catch, regardless of the size.”

“Apart from being illegal, this practise is also short sighted.  If returned to the water, these smaller crabs will grow to legal size within a few weeks,” Mr Holloway said.

For information about fishing regulations call Fishwatch (24 hours per day) on 1800 065 522)  

Additional information – blue swimmer crabs

Minimum size limit – a blue swimmer crab is undersized if the carapace is less than 11 centimetres when measured across the width of the shell from the base of the largest spines.

Daily bag limit – 40 crabs

Daily boat limit (three or more fishers onboard) – 120.

A combined blue swimmer crab / sand crab bag / boat limit applies. 

Further information: Helen Croft, Manager Compliance Operations PIRSA on 0409 419 662.
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