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CHARTER BOATS FISHING POLICY—CALL FOR COMMENTS

The state government has drafted a new policy for charter boat fishing operators to improve protection of SA’s fisheries.

Agriculture Food and Fisheries Minister Paul Holloway said charter boat fishing offered recreational fishers increased chances of success through the guidance of experienced operators, sophisticated fish location technology and fishing platforms able to access offshore grounds. 

“The potential exists for the charter boat sector to have a greater impact on the state’s fish resources than a similar effort level by unguided recreational fishers.”

“Left unmanaged, the continued expansion and development of the charter boat fishing industry is likely to have biological and economic consequences for the commercial and recreational sectors and our marine scalefish stocks.”

Mr Holloway said controlled development and regulation of the charter boat fishing industry would provide better management of the fisheries.

“The key focus of the policy is on sustainability of the resource and we encourage all involved in the sector to make submissions,” he said.

“There are 27 recommendations relating to definitions, licensing, endorsements, regulations, industry representation and the development of a Management Plan for the fishery.”

“The policy paper recommends that a Charter Boat Fishery Working Group be established to draft a Management Plan by February 2004 and advise on a scheme of management by March 2004.”

“It’s expected that appropriate legislation will be implemented, so a specific licence in the fishery can be issued from 1 July 2004,” Mr Holloway said.

Key management proposals include:

· That licences in the charter boat fishing industry be offered to current operators in the industry who can demonstrate operational or investment history in charter fishing in South Australia prior to 28 November 2003, through the submission of appropriate receipts, invoices, advertising material and other records relating to the business;

· That licences in the charter boat fishing industry are provided on an annual basis, commencing 1 July 2004;

· That the South Australian coast be divided into zones of management for the charter boat fishery that coincide with the boundaries determined for marine planning (5 zones)
Copies of the Policy Directions Paper are available from the PIRSA website, www.pir.sa.gov.au or from PIRSA Fisheries, GPO Box 1625 Adelaide 5001. Written submissions are due by 2 January 2004 and must be sent to PIRSA Fisheries, GPO Box 1625 Adelaide 5001.
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For further information contact Richard Lower on 8463 3443 or 0419 838 646


