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FRESHWATER OPTION TO KILL WEST LAKES WEED
The State Government has backed a plan to kill the invasive mutant seaweed, Caulerpa taxifolia, using freshwater.

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries, Paul Holloway, says the freshwater option is not only considered to be the most effective method of clearing the weed from West Lakes, but it will also leave the smallest environmental and social ‘footprint’.

“The freshwater option is supported by the government and independent scientists, specialists and the engineers who initially developed West Lakes who arguably have the best working knowledge of the lake system,” Mr Holloway said.

“Freshwater has been selected over copper sulphate, which is also capable of killing the weed, because the experts are not confident that using this approach will provide a better outcome. The downstream impacts of using copper sulphate may also be significant, while the Caulerpa should be killed in freshwater after two weeks. 

Under the eradication plan, West Lakes will be turned from a marine environment to a freshwater lake over winter and spring before reverting to saltwater once the Caulerpa has been destroyed. Water will be piped 900 metres to link the Torrens River to existing drains flowing into West Lakes. As freshwater is pumped in, salt water will be pumped out by barges which will also be used to circulate the freshwater through the lake system,” Mr Holloway said.”

He said the eradication program would cost about $3 million, including the installation of pipes to capture water from the River Torrens, a temporary pump station, barges and other resources. A further $1-million has been allocated to continue the eradication of the weed in the Port River. 

Mr Holloway said the freshwater option had the advantage of leaving infrastructure in place after the eradication program which could be used again at any time in the future.

“The very nature of West Lakes means it’s susceptible to infestation by marine pests and like Caulerpa, marine species cannot tolerate freshwater, so in the future the lake system could be freshened again, if required,” he said.

“The whole operation may take until November to complete, but aquatic activities such as rowing and canoeing will be permitted on the Lake again once the salinity levels drop to below 10ppt (parts per thousand).”

 Public meetings will be held to advise West Lakes residents of the details of the project and expected time frames.  
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