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Tuesday, 27 January 2004 

CAULERPA ERADICATION PLAN CONTINUES

The State Government has urged recreational fishers using the Port River and Barker Inlet to continue to be vigilant following the discovery of a small number of Caulerpa taxifolia plants.

Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries, Paul Holloway, said that the eradication plan continues in the Port River.

“Dive teams undertaking survey work in the Port River and Barker Inlet last week located isolated Caulerpa taxifolia plants in the Barker Inlet and have started eradicating the small patch with black plastic and chlorine,” he said.

“Considering the apparent success of the eradication program in West Lakes, it’s extremely important that an ongoing monitoring program continues to ensure there’s no further spreading of the weed.”

“I encourage all fishers to report any suspicious marine plant so that they can be quickly identified by calling Fishwatch on 1800 065 522.”

“I also remind fishers that fishing remains banned in the upper Port River where the weeds have been found due to the considerable risk that fragments of the weed could escape into Gulf St Vincent.”

The plants were found close to the spot where a small infestation was located at North Arm last September (2003).  

Surveys in adjacent areas will continue to assess whether any other plants are located in the area.

“It’s quite difficult for the divers to find small isolated patches of Caulerpa because it’s a large area, subject to tides and the visibility is often very poor,” Mr Holloway said.

The EPA has been notified to enable use of black plastic with chlorine as a localized treatment. If further plants are located, a broader response will be required.

Further information contact: John Gilliland (PIRSA Fish Habitat Unit) on 8226 2874
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