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WEST LAKES WEED AFFECTED BY FRESHWATER

Large areas of the noxious weed Caulerpa taxifolia are beginning to die as the salt water in West Lakes changes to freshwater.

Agriculture, Food and Fisheries Minister, Paul Holloway, said today the results to date were very pleasing.

 “More than 3,500 megalitres of freshwater has been pumped into West Lakes which is nearly 90% of the total lake volume.” 

Storm water flowing through the Torrens River is diverted at The Riverway at Fulham Gardens and pumped to the southern entrance of West Lakes while barges on the lake pump saline water north.

The pumping began in July coinciding with the onset of heavy winter rain. Water is only pumped when there is wastewater in the system that would otherwise flow out to sea.

“The first thing to change was the water colour and in recent days scientists have reported large areas of the weed affected by the changing salinity,” Mr Holloway said.

“Salinity levels in the southern part of the lake are down to between 5 and 10 parts per thousand in the top two metres of water.

“Normally West Lakes is around 35 parts per thousand, but to kill the Caulerpa taxifolia, the entire lake needs to be 10 parts per thousand or below.”

“Scientists diving in the lake have also reported the deaths of large numbers of another invasive marine pest, sabellid fan worms.”

“The results to date are excellent and we’re hopeful that with more rain, the pumping can continue and West Lakes will be turned into a completely freshwater body,” Mr Holloway said.

Fishing and most sporting activities remain banned in West Lakes and fishing is prohibited in upper Port River between West Lakes and the Birkenhead Bridge.

The bans must remain in place until the weed has been completely killed.

 “Pumping will finish at the end of November and the lake will be returned to a marine system during December, “Mr Holloway said.

The state government has committed $3 million to the eradication program.
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Still photographs available on e-mail:

‘AFTER’ shots showing the results of the freshwater conversion

001 - close up - the Caulerpa taxifolia fronds are recognizable.

004 - About 2.5m to 3m water. Caulerpa taxifolia stands decomposing.

010 - 1.5m of water. An area of discernible Caulerpa taxifolia.

009 – 1.5m – 2m water. Dead sabellid worms. 

007 - A stand of Caulerpa taxifolia. The weed is coated with a film

There’s also a selection of three ‘BEFORE’ shots taken prior to the start of the freshwater pumping.

Video: PIRSA shot underwater vision of caulerpa in West Lakes last Friday (September 19)

Shot List (Counter, not time code)

145


Diver’s hand in dead weed

153 


Fish in the water

318 


Dead and dying caulerpa

270/296/306
 
Diver’s hand in lake bed

550/565 

Diver’s hand through  dead weed
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