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Wednesday, 4 January 2004

FISHING BANS IN PORT RIVER EXTENDED FOR CAULERPA ERADICATION

Further fishing bans have been introduced from today (Wednesday 4 February 2004) in parts of the Port River to assist the Caulerpa taxifolia eradication program.

All fishing in the eastern passage of the Port River adjacent to Garden Island is prohibited until further notice.

Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries, Paul Holloway said the bans were necessary to ensure the area affected by Caulerpa currently being treated remains undisturbed during the eradication program.

“The treatment of small affected areas with black plastic and chlorine is underway, but fish hooks and other equipment have the potential to damage the plastic covers and compromise the shading and chemical treatment,” Mr Holloway said.

“The fishing community’s continued assistance is required and we ask that fishers avoid this area while we treat the pest seaweed.”

Signs advising of the closure have been erected on the shore and on appropriate channel markers in the area.

Operators of boats and other vessels are warned that divers will be operating in the area and to watch for flags and not to anchor in this area.

Note Attachments:  Map and Section 43 notice under the Fisheries Act 1982
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PUBLIC NOTICE

FISHERIES ACT 1982 – SECTION 43 DECLARATION 

TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to section 43 of the Fisheries Act 1982 I hereby declare it unlawful for any person to engage in the taking of any fish or aquatic organism or any act preparatory to or involved in the taking of fish or aquatic organism from the waters described in the Schedule from midnight on 4 February 2004 until midnight on 30 June 2004, unless varied or revoked earlier.

SCHEDULE

All waters of that section of the Port River adjacent to Garden Island commonly known as Eastern Passage with the following boundaries:

Northern boundary: Line from the black triangular channel marker labelled number 29 (coordinates S 34.8038, E 138.5481) east to the high water mark (coordinates S 34.8039, E 138.5683).

Eastern boundary: Line following high water mark between S 34.8039, E 138.5683 and a point adjacent to the southern leg of the high tension pylon (coordinates S 34.8078, E 138.5495).

Southern boundary: Line from high water mark adjacent to the southern leg of the high tension pylon (coordinates S 34.8078, E 138.5495) west to S 34.8078, E 138.5481.

Western Boundary: Line from S 34.8078, E 138.5481 north to the black triangular channel marker labelled number 29 (coordinates S 34.8038, E 138.5481).

Will Zacharin

DIRECTOR OF FISHERIES
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