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Extra patrols to focus on illegal fishing in West Lakes

Fishing remains banned in West Lakes and the upper reaches of the Port River and people caught will be fined, according to Primary Industries and Resources SA Director Fisheries Policy Will Zacharin.

“Extra patrols by fisheries officers have been scheduled for the (current) holiday period to ensure that the fishing ban is enforced,” he said.

“It is very important that people do not fish in West Lakes because of the risk of spreading the invasive weed Caulerpa taxifolia into other waterways.”

Weed fragments can live for up to 10 days out of water and produce viable plants when returned to water.

Mr Zacharin said that he had received many reports from residents about people illegally fishing in the lake.

“It would be catastrophic if the weed escaped simply because of the stupidity of a few,” he said.
Any suspected illegal fishing in West Lakes should be reported to the 24 hour Fishwatch telephone number on 1800 065 522 
Media contact: Will Zacharin 8226 2318
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