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\IND\Question:nn:The Hon. R.K. SNEATH    The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: I seek leave to make a brief explanation before asking the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries a question about the review of the Fisheries Act.
     Leave granted.
     The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: As currently enacted, the Fisheries Act 1982 provides the framework for sustainable harvesting of fish in South Australian waters and, despite amendment, has not kept pace with development in modern fishery management policy in practice in Australia and overseas. In July 2002, the minister announced a review of the Fisheries Act with the goal of making it more effective and more relevant to the industry in the 21st century. Will the minister inform the house of the current status of the review, and what steps are left in the review process?
 \IND\Answer:nn:The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY    The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries): I thank the honourable member for his question and for his interest in this important industry. I am pleased to announce that the state government has reached a major milestone in its review of the Fisheries Act. Today, I will be releasing a green paper announcing the beginning of the consultation phase of the review of the Fisheries Act. Today, I will also release the final report of the national competition policy review into the Fisheries Act, which, of course, will be considered as part of that review process. In releasing the green paper, I acknowledge the excellent work done by Dr John Radcliffe and the other members of the steering committee. The paper (which they prepared with the assistance of the various reference groups representing major industry and community stakeholders) will form the basis of the consultation phase.
     A series of public information meetings will be held throughout the state, including regional centres, in early December and February next year, so that people with an interest in the Fisheries Act will have the opportunity to talk about the discussion paper and have their questions answered. Responses to the green paper will be taken into account in the preparation of a further paper, which is expected to be released around April 2003 and which will set out the government's policy on the new fisheries legislation. The results of the consultation on this further paper will be taken into account in the drafting of a bill to amend the act, which, hopefully, will be introduced into this parliament next year.
     Although the management of South Australian fisheries is regarded very highly both interstate and overseas, as I understand it, the Fisheries Act is now the oldest act of its type. The commonwealth and all other states have upgraded their acts since the South Australian act was introduced in 1982. Many of the difficult issues currently facing government and fisheries management authorities, such as ensuring ecologically sustainable development, food safety, biosecurity and future access arrangements for all sectors of our community, are not covered by our existing act. Also, the act does not incorporate mechanisms to enable best practice in transparent and effective administrative action.
     I believe that it is important that all who have an interest in the future of our state's fisheries participate in this review process. I have asked that copies of the green paper be forwarded to all members, but I also advise members and members of the public with an interest in this area that they can view the paper on the PIRSA web site, they can attend one of the information sessions later this year and early next year, or they can make a further submission to the review.
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