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Friday the 15th of November, 2002

GUARDIANS OF THE PORT RIVER DOLPHINS

The Minister for Environment and Conservation, John Hill and the South Australian Recreational Fishing Advisory Council announced today that they will work together to ensure long term protection for the Port River’s unique dolphin population.

The Minister for Environment and Conservation, John Hill said recreational anglers and the State Government’s Dolphin Sanctuary Steering Committee are working together to ensure the highest possible level of protection for the dolphins.

“Initially there was a lot of concern amongst recreational anglers about the proposed Port River Dolphin Sanctuary, but I’ve continually emphasised to them that I want the anglers to be the guardians of the dolphins. They won’t be excluded from the Port River,” the Minister said.

“With the cooperation of recreational anglers we can provide a sanctuary which will be constantly watched by people who are there at all hours of the day and night and have the dolphins’ best interests at heart. The Port River Dolphin Sanctuary is a unique undertaking which can’t be achieved unless the community is behind it, so this positive response from recreational anglers is vital to its success.” 

The Executive Officer of the SA Recreational Fishing Advisory Council, Trevor Watts, said SARFAC is  now supportive in principle of the proposed dolphin sanctuary area after their fears about a ban on recreational fishing in the Port River were laid to rest.

“Some recreational anglers were suspicious that there may be an attempt to lock them out of the Port River system, which is an important fishing area, but John Hill has now rejected any suggestion of a ban,” Trevor Watts said.


“It’s in the best interests of recreational anglers to have a clean and safe environment in the Port River, because what is good for the dolphins is also good for other species.

“I’m also confident recreational anglers will now be more comfortable with the dolphin sanctuary proposal to reduce the risk of snagged fishing line on rocks and for provision of refuse  bins for discarded line and other litter at popular fishing spots on the Port River.

“We should ensure that we clean up our immediate area and leave only footprints where we have been. This would be a good time to launch SA’s first code of conduct for recreational angling that supports our mission of developing partnerships and sharing information,” Mr Watts said.

News Release�
��
�









For further information contact Nick Talbot on 8463 3463 or 0422 004 434


