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	Renmark man Alby Price with the 900mm Murray cod and 360mm callop he caught on one hook in the middle of the night last weekend. The 58-year-old builder couldn't believe his luck when he reeled in the catch. 
	 


Alby's dream double-header
Renmark man Alby Price caught two fish with one hook last weekend.
He and wife Pat were sleeping on their houseboat, Palms, about 2km upstream from Renmark last Saturday night when something rattling at the back of the boat woke them up.
"I said to Pat, I think I've got a fish," he said this week.
After a bit more rattling Alby couldn't resist and got up to investigate.
"I couldn't believe it; the rod was bent right over. I knew it was something big.
"I got Pat up to help shine the torch so we could see what it was.
"We thought it was a big carp, but when it came the surface I said 'bull…. it's a big cod'."
Alby netted the fish and landed it on the houseboat decking.
"I couldn't believe it, my first cod in 30 years on the river.
"And then I saw the tail of another fish hanging out of its mouth."
To Alby and Pat's amazement the cod had swallowed a callop that had taken Alby's shrimp-baited hook.
"The callop still had the hook in its mouth," he said.
"The cod had swallowed the callop head-first and when I started reeling it in, the callop had turned sideways and was stuck in the cod's throat.
"That was the only thing keeping the cod on the line."
The cod measured 900mm (3ft) and weighed 18 pound gutted, while the callop was no sardine either, measuring 36cm long. 
Alby said he was so impressed with the cod that he would never keep another.
"They are magnificent. If I ever catch another one, I'll definitely put it back."
As for Saturday night's haul they are likely to be main course for a special family function at the Price household in the near future
